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The Monday Report for Cornerstone Wealth Management

	Monday, August 6, 2007

	1. OPED2, “Financially Suffer the Children” was approved last month but the cover letter was approved last Friday, upon realizing that this, too, must be approved by Linsco. (F&P will make sure both get approved at the same time from now on). OPED2 was sent to both Media tiers A and B today. 
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Our home is in a small town,
and that’s good enough for us

1 (DAVID) WAS born
in Auburn, pop-
ulation 12,000, And I
(Stacy) was born ina
really small town,
‘Woleott, population
500.

When you hear
something like that,
‘you might think of
erickets chirping in
comfields, entrpro-
‘erial kindergart-
ners selling lemon-
ade for 5 cents a glass in the driveway, teenagers
swinging on roped tires and into scenic summer
ponds and, depending on your generatian, John
Cougar Mellencamp swooning about his *Small
Town.” You know, not exactly Mayberry, but close:
enough, and to some extent, that is in fact, part
of the authentic greatness ofliving i the rural
Midwest.

Every small town we've ever known has its
‘own collection of common country wisdom that
we call “country proverbs,” like: Every path has a
fow puddles; don'tsell your anly mule to buy 8
plow always drink upstream from the herd, that,
kind of thing. Growing up in small towns, we
remember hearing the expression *experts come
from out of town.” Of course, this didn't mean
‘much o us because we wer too busy with the
concerns of most kids — working on grades, com-
peting in schoal activities and FFA conventions
and things like that. We wanted to achieve great
things, and we assumed that meant being in.a
big city where we both could pursue carcers with
Targe compani

We've heard about politicians compl
‘about Indiana's ‘Brain Drain® in which young
people take their higher education to go work in
faraway cities to escape the perceived lack of jobs
‘and oppartunities in the Hoosier state. Some of
our friends are, in fact, finding their fortunes far
‘away in bigger cities, but there are others like us.
‘who sensed — sometiimes even subcansciously —
that our journeys away from home would ulti-
‘mately culminate in our return. Upon gradua-
tion from college and marriage three weeks later,
our first job assignment took us to Indianapalis,
‘where we would apply l our energy and talent
toward ow new *big city” careers.

‘We took jobs with'a major Anancial-services
firm and set up shop just outside of Indy, where
‘we found commuter towns full of folks who
‘worked in the ity by day and mostly kept to
themselves by night. For a couple of small-town.
kids with a keen sense of family and community,
that place seemed as alicn as Mars. Nobody was
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from there, and nobody wanted to stay there. 1t
‘was like lving in a town of people who were like
potted plants on wheels. More importantly for
us, while trying to accomplish our expert status
outside of our small towns, we were suddealy
disconncted from our dream and, or the first
time, we were forced to reflect on what was real-
Iy important in our lives.

‘Then ane day, on a visit to Auburn, we were
leafing through a copy of a farming magazine.
‘After all, we were raised on farms and there
‘ware always capies around. Here we were at 23
feeling nostalgic about a lfestyle that was near
‘and dear to ur hearts, and as we perused this
‘magazine, a phrase just scemed to leap off the
page. It was an old country expression —“Grow.
yhersyou'e plantd Ineropoc i vl i
‘home with these potted plants on v

e gradaly g 1o g i diffeent
Tight. Maybe we could be experts in the town
where David grew up and realize the dreams for
our family to have the same nostalgic feelings we
have today. In Indy there were many successful
people living in one place, but that place wasn't
much of  success as a community. In fact, it
‘seemed like a place without an identity. I didn't
have a great county fair. I dida't have rabid
‘supporters of the local high school sparts teams.
Tt dida' have generations of familics that lived
and worked for the next generation of families. It
ras ciw and iy plac without  hear nd
soul

‘We're not demographers, and we don' really
know ifthere are a ot of ther young professian-
als like us saying “no" to big cities and “yes” to
smal towns ke Auburn. But as Indiana posi-
tions for the next generation’s conomic devel-
opment and for all the hype surrounding Indi-
anals “Brain Drain.” we're keealy aware ofat
least two people who had a choice to live and
work pretty much anywhere, and we chose to
grow where we were planted.

‘After our fair share of domestic and interna-
tional travel, wisdom from the heartland has
wooed us home, and afer having rediscoverod
‘one of Indiana's bestkept secrets, we've plunked
down our marker. We thoroughly enjoy taking
the family for a lisurely walk along a gravel
road and watching the sun set over an open field.
Two lawn chairs, two lemonades, watching the
kids on the swing set, cornfelds (‘knee high by
the Fourth of July”) and the anticipation of the
“beautiful colors o the evening sky”

Indecd: *Our hamo s in a small town, and
thats good enough for us

‘David and Stacy Hefly are the founders of
Cornerstone Wealth Management in Auburn.
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OPED1 “Street Copy” is now ready and pdf was sent to Heftys last week. 

I’ve handed these things out for years in my various PR responsibilities, but I honestly don’t know if there is a formal name for them. Until I find such a name, I’m coining “street copy” to describe this re-hashed/cleaned up version of the oped.
3. OPED3, “Legacy Planning” draft was on Mon 7/30 and sent to D/S for review. No word back yet on approval. (No hurry, we have plenty of time).
4. Press Release #2: PR2 will be drafted this week, focusing on the LPL Wealth Vision Advisory Board that David serves on. D is going to forward to me the LPL press release that is probably coming this week.
5. OPED4 (pub date  fodder collection officially starts today. I’m not sure what the topic will be, but I’ll raise this with D/S later in the week.

6. I am scheduling appointments for the balance of Tier-A media contacts for CWM, including:

· Bluffton News-Banner

· Greater Fort Wayne Business Daily

· Huntington Herald Press

· Aboite and About

· Business Weekly
A-Media that I’ve already visited include:

· Journal Gazette

· News-Sentinel

· Fort Wayne Living
· Business People

I don’t plan on visiting Dave Kurtz at the Auburn Evening Star until there is a pass-through opportunity en route to meeting next time with David or Stacy. This seems a firm enough relationship and I’ll just stop by at the next opportunity. 
7. Business People Advertorial: this slipped last week, will follow up this week.

8. USP 2.0: The redrafted USP was presented to D/S on 7/23, along with a template response for members of the Advisory Council. Status: F&P awaits response from CWM advisory council.

	


